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Tomy Worthy and Honoured Friend 


Dr. FOHN WOODWARD, 


Profeſſor of Phylick in Greſham Col- 
lege, and F.R. S. 


SIR, 

ATE forming of theſe brief Remarks 

upon Mr. Whiſton's Theory of the 
Earth was occaſion'a by one of your Letters 
which you were pleas'd to honour me with : for 
your mentionins that Undertaking of his, and 
your curſory Glance upon it revived in me the 
thouzhts which [ alittle before had of making 
ſome RefleTions on that Attempt. And the 
Motive t9 it was this, my apprehenſion that 
this Learned Gentleman had not dealt fairly 
with the Moſaick Hiſtory, which ( as T con- 
ceive) is a fault of a very high nature. I chiefly 
argue with him about his abandoning the lite- 
ral Senſe, or the genuine meaning + the Mo- 
ſaick Creation. But [ hope this may excite 
a Reſolution in you to go further, and par- 
ticularly to rifle his ſeveral Hypotheles, 
which [ queſtion not you are ferſwaded are 
founded on a precarious bottom. In defence of 
A 2 your 
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your ſelf you will be obliged to ſay ſomething 
to him, for you are 4 Tincorilt 44 well 4s be, 
and the Earth i your common Subjett. But 


to the Theoretick part you have added Ex- | 


perience «4zd Obſervation, whereby you have 
cultivated this Theme to a Prodigy, and are 
going on ſtill to oblige the World with greater 
and nobler Diſcoveries, the Conſununation 
of which we all with great impatience expeF 
and long for. 

As to this little Eſſay of mine, the Book- 
ſeller had notice of it, and in this Idle Time 
( this Stationers Vacation ) was pleaſed to 
call for it, toſet the Preſs on work. I was not 
wholly averſe to the making it Publick, becauſe 
I knew there is this one thing to commend it, 
VIZ. the Goodneſs of my Deſign, which is to 
conciliate a Reverence to the Moſaick Wri- 
tizgs, and particularly that part of them 
where the Firſt Formation of all things is 
treated of, In the firſt Chapter of Genelis 
Meſes preſents us with the Primitive State 
of the World, ana acquaints us what are the 
Firſt Principles and udiments of all things, 
Viz. the Chaos and Light. Al Terreſtri- 
al, groſs and dark bydjes were framed ont of 
re firſt 5 and all Etherial, bright and tenut- 
045 bodies were eduted out of the ſecond. 
Whatever belongs to this Earth and the Pla- 
nets which ave of a 7eſ« mblivg nature had its 

original 
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original from the former ;, and the Ether, 
Sun, and Stars, which appertain to the Sw- 
perior part of the I orld, had their riſe from 
the latter. Theſe are the General Sourcer, 
theſe are the Primitive Materials of all viſh 
ble beings in the World ; the one paſſtve, aul 
and inert, the other ative, ſubtile and brish, 
On theſe two Principles, viz. the Chaotick 
Matter, ad Light or Fire there might be 
built « ſolid Syſtem of Natural Philoſophy, 
every way congruows to theſe and the otber Diſ- 
coveries of the Divinely Inſpired Philoſopher 
in this Chapter. The contrary is that which 
1 make bold to cenſure and animaavert wpon 
in the inſuing Papers, wherein | have ſbew'd 
that Mr. Whiſton makes his Philoſophick 
Principles jarre with Reveal'd Truth, and 
ſuffers his Mathematicks to confront the Bi» 
ble. 

As to the Second Part of my Refledtons, 
wherein | doubt concerning the Earths mov+- 
ing about its Axis, it may be [ differ from 
you, and from the generality of Vertuoſo's 
at thic day. But truly I am not [o much a 
Tychanian 4s to forſwear the Copernican 
Hypotheſis : but the Truth of the matter is 
this, when . | was treating of the moſt Sub+ 
fantial Points of Divinity, that wr, when [ 
w4s a[[erting end vindicativg the Being and 
Provigeaceof God, [ was wnwilling to found 

theſe 
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theſe or any thing belonging to them upon an 
infirm and unſtable baſis, upon a dubious and 
diſputable Dodrine, and which had not long 
prevail 'd in the Learned World. Such I take 
the Opinion of the Circumgyration of the 
Earth to be : and therefore till I could be ab- 
ſolutely ſatisfied about tle reality of it, 1 
thought it was ſaf*it 10 aquieſce at preſent in 
the other Dodrine, and the rather becauſe it 
is ſuitable to the Mundane Syitem which Mo- 
ſes preſents us with, whoſe Literal ſenſe of 
the Account of it is not to be ſlighted by Chrt- 
tian Philoſophers. According to this Ins 
[pired Sage the Grand Parts and Diviſions 
of the Material World were ranged and dif- 
poſed according 10 the Specifick Gravity of 
them ( though the Laws of Gravity or any 0- 
ther ſuppoſed M: chaniſm were not every where 
obſerv'd in the Creation, nor any where ex- 
«tly.it being below the Divine Soveraign Be- 
inz2 to confine himſef to ſuch Laws ) our 
Earth «nd the Planetary Bodies, which are 
of the ſame matter with it as to the main, have 
the loweit place, becauſe they are heaviedt : 
the Waters, which are Ponderous in the next 
degree to the Earth, are accordingly ſituated 
next above the ſupryficies of it : the Atmoſ- 
phere of the Air, conformably to the depree 
of its weight, is above the Waters : and the 
Echereal, Luminous «xd Firy bodies, a: 

being 
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being lighteſt of all, have the uppermo#t place 
This ts the Order and Method of the Creati- 
on according to Moles's account of it, but it 
is inconſiitent with the Copernican Circumvo- 
{ation of the Earth and his Syfem of the 
Heavens. If it be ſaid that this Terre#trial 
Globe is a deſpicable Spot, a Speck, a loint in 
compariſon of the Vat and Spations C ongeries 
of the Sun and Fixed Lights, I grant it is ſo 
if it be meant of their Bulk and Quantity; but 
then this muit be remembred that though the 
Earth be inferiour to the Solar body and the 
Stars on the account of Magnitude, yet it is 
far ſuperiour to them upon other Accounts, 
which are of mighty weight and moment : all 
which I have particularly mention'd and in- 
ſiited upon in the Second Chapter of that 
Diſcourle wherein I undertook to prove the 
Exiſtence and Providence of an Eternal In» 
finite and AU-Wiſe Being from the Fabrick 
and Srufture of theWorld. If any perſon will 
be pleaſed to anſwer thoſe Arguments, and (a- 
tisfie me about them, 1 faithfully promiſe him 
I will be his Proſelite, and [will declare that 
I am not enclin'd any longer to think that the 
Place of our Reſidence is not a Voluble Pla- 
net. I have livedtoſee Monſieur Des Car- 
tes's Philoſophy introduced into the Publick 
Schools with great applauſe, aud at laſt ex- 
ploded : and this may be the fate of the Co- 
pernican 
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pernican Hypotheſis, though it hath been em- 
braced ſome conſiderable time by the Greateſt 
Philoſophick Wits, who have now renared it 
# Moadiſh Opinion. Tet there may be a Time 
when its F aſhionableneſs ſhall expire, and 
when this Seat and Habitation of Mankind 
fball retwrn 10 its Reſt again. 

But why ao I thus treſpaſs ? Traty, Sir, I 
muit partly impute it to you ; for ſeeing you 
&ve wont to indulge me 4 great Freedom when 
I have the felicity to (ommunicate with you, 
] have made uſe of that Liberty now, and 
thereby em become Tedious. For which 1 beg 
your pardon, and requeit nothing more paſ- 
fronately than that you would vouchſafe me 
the honour of letting me be Efteew'd ( what 
T fo ſincerely am ) 


SIR, 


Your moſt AſeRionate, faithful 


and humble Servant 
Crgbr Jane 16. 


697. 
OY JoxHn EDwaRDs. 


Ot 


OF THE 


Moſaick Doctrine 


OF THE 


CREATION: 


BEING 


Some brief Remarks on Mr. 
Whiſton's New Theory of the Barth ; 


In Vindication of che Moſaick Ac- 
count of the Creation. 


prove ( and I hope to the Satisfaction 

of the Learned and Judicious ) that Mo- 

ſes's Narration of the Greation of the 
Weirld is Literal and Hiſtorical, and that it is 
a true and juſt Account of rhe whole Proceſs 
of that Divine Work. And this I undertook 
to make good in oppoſition to the fond No- 
tions which had poſleſs'd ſome men's heads, 
and had been divulg'd by their Pens, v:z. that 
Moſes is not to be underſtood according to the 
Letter, that he ſpeaks to the capacity of the 
B Blockiſh 


| Have in another place endeavour'd to 
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Blockiſh Brick-makers that were newly come 
out of Egypt, and ſcarcely underſtood Com- 
mon Senſe, and therefore any Story of a 
Cock and a Bull would ſerve them. When 
Moſes (peaks of the Greation, we are not to 
underſtand him as if he intended to give any 
Trae and Real Account of that matter, we 
muſt not think that he would trouble the 
brains( if you can ſuppoſe they had any ) of a 
company of Dull Slaves with Natural Philo- 
ſophy. And when he (peaks of the formati- 
on of Adam and Ewe and ſeveral things apper- 
raining to it,we muſt not be (o filly as to fancy 
2 Literal meaning of the words, bur we muſt 
take itallin a Myftcal and Alrgorical Senſe. 
Thus the known Theorsft dictates to the 
world. Where, by the way, obſerve how 
weak and ſhallow ſuch ſuggeſtions are, as if 
the firſt Chapters of Geneſrs were to be read 
only by the people of that Age in which Mo- 
fes lived, as if none but Drudges and Slaves 
were to look into theſe Writings 3 or, as if 
theſe were fo tgnorant and ſtupid that they 
could not underſtard a plain and downright 
Narrative ; or, as if theſe thick skinn'd La- 
bourers, who were not capable of Natural 
Philoſophy, could judg of Algorresz as if 
thoſe who could not underſtand any thing of 
the plain Hifory of the Greation, were able ro 
comprehend Myſteries, Parables, Hierogly- 
phicks, Mythologres 3 in ſhort, as if an Allego- 
rical and Myſtical Senſe were eafier than a Li- 
tera] one, Theſe things duly weigh'd are 
ſufficient ro ſhew the Vanity of that Writer's 
Diſcourſe. N 
ot- 
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Notwichſtanding this, another and a New 
T heorif# hath lately fo far imbibed his Notions 
2s to ſhew little regard to the letter of Moſes's 
Writings : which I take to be a very falſe 
Step, and a dangervus one, in a perſon __- 
cially that is no Profeſs'd De:ft, and by his 
Character ſeems to own the Authority of the 
Scriptures. Ir is very firange and ominous 
that ſuch a one ſhould give (o little deterence 
to Revelation and afſerc things which palpa- 
bly interfere with che Sacred and Infallible 
Records of Moſes. His Grand Propotition is 
this, that the Moſaick Greation extends no fur- 
ther than the Earth, or ( as he expreſles it at 
other times ) \Vothing but the Earth only is the 
futjeF of the Moſarck Creation, This every 
where occurs in his Treatiſe, ſo that there 1s 
no n*ed of aſſgning any particular page, as I 
ſhall do afterwards when I cite any other pal- 
lages out of his Book. Bur who is there that 
hears this Propofition named, and is not en- 
clin'd to think that this Learned Theorsft de- 
{19nd to expole the Sacred Hiſtory of Moſes, 
and to erect a dodrine that abſolutely runs 
counter to the firſt words of the Bible, In the 
beginning God created the heawven and Earth ? 
Here is a dichotomy of the Whole Viltble 
World into heaven and Earth, and therefore 
we canno! but infer thence that the Heawenly 
Boaies are a portion uf that Syſtem which Mo- 
ſes here deſcribes. Thete words are an Epi- 
comy and Abſtrat of the Creation, more par- 
ticularly and diſtin&ly delineated afterwards 
in that chapter, and conlequencly the Moſarck 
Greation extends to the Heawens as well as to 
the Earth, B 2 Buc 
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But what faith the New Theorsft to this ? 
Why, he grants that in rhe foremention'd 
Text the Heaven (ignifies the Heavenly Bo- 
dies, viz. the Sun, Moon, and Stars,bur he de- 
nies thatitis to be (o underſtood elſewhere,and 
particularly in any part of this firſt chapter of 
Geneſs, for according to him heaven here is 
no more than the Atmoſphere of the Earth, or 
the Regtonof the Arr, p. 11. Which 1s a very 
precarious and groundle(s Interpretation, for 
though it is true the region of the Air that 
ſurrounds the Earth is call'd heaven and the fir- 
mament of heaven in this chapter, as well as in 
other places of the Sacred Volume, yer we 
are to know that both theſe words heawen and 
firmament are uſed here in a Different Senſe, 
There is the Lower or Aerial Firmament, wv. 
6,7. and there is the Upper or Etherial one, 
V, 14, If, 17. And fo heaven 1s either the 

T-aven, which is no other than the Re- 
pions of the Air, or the Atmoſphere of the 
Earth; or the Upper Heawen, which is the 
Ether, or Region of the Sun and Stars. The 
former of theſe Heavens was the work of the 
ſecond day, and is diſtintly mention'd in wv. 
8,9. The latter is expreſly named in wv. 14,15. 
and was the work of the fourth day. The not 
attending ro this Ciſtin6tion of the Two Frrane- 
wents or Heavens in this Chapter hath been 
oae occaſion of thoſe Miſtakes and Miſappre- 
henſions which this Ingenicus Author and ſome 
others of late have fallen under. But can 
there be any thing plainer than this, that 
there was a Double Firmament or Heaven, 


one( w12, the t-xpanſe of Air) to be between | 


the 
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the waters and the waters, w.s6. 1.e, to be pla- 
ced between the Seas below and the Clouds 
abovesz the other ( viz. the Ethereal Ex- 
panſe ) to be the ſeat and receptacle of the 
Sun and Stars, w. 16, 17? God made two great 
lights, he made the ſtars alſo, and God ſet them 
11 the firmament of the heaven, to give light up- 
on the earth. 

How then can it be true that Moſer's de- 
ſcription of the Greation reaches no further 
than the Earth > Doth not this Hiſtory make 
particular mention of that Higher Heaven or 
Expanſe where the Lamiinaries are ? doth it 
not acquaint us what was the ae/gn of the 
Allmighty in making it ? Doth noe Moſes in 
plain words relate that the Fourth Days 
Work was the creating of the Heavenly Bo- 
dies, from wv. 14. to 20th? Doth henot men- 
tion the Celeſtial Lgehts in genera), w, 14,15. 
and then particularly the two great lights, w. 16. 
that is, the Sun, Moon, and other Planets, 
for they are all comprehended under theſe 
two, as being the moſt Eminent : which is no 
unuſual way of ſpeaking in Scripture. And 
the Stars alſo (in the ſame verle) z.e. the 
Fixed Luminaries of Heaven are mention in 
contradiſtintion to the Other Lyghts. Is it not 
ſtrange now that, notwithſtanding this Evi- 
dence, any man ſhould ſtart up, and venture 
to maintain that Moſes in this Chapter ſpeaks 
only of the formation of the Earth? Could it 
be expeRed that one who hath ſo great. a 


| ſhare of Reaſon and Senſe ſhould thus talk ? 


Is it not prodigiouſly abſurd that by Lyghts in 
the firmament of the heaven, and Two Great 
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Lights, and the Stars alſo all of them either by 
dav or by night ro give light upon the earth, 
we ſhould underſtznd the Earth, and no 
more ? 

Another late * Wrirer ſaw how inconve- 
cient, harſh and incongruous it was to do (o, 
and therefore though he was pleas'd ro exclude 
the Stars, 1. e. the Fixed Stars from this Crea- 
tion, yet hegrants that not only the Earth but 
other Fiaxets, and the Sun it (elf were the 
matter of the Creation in this chapter. In- 
deed as for the Stars, this Gentleman makes 
ſure work with them; for he cathes the word 
Stars out of the Text, which no Commenta- 
ror or Critick ever ventur'd to do. Bur then 
indeed, as if he repented of his raſh act, he 
refers the word Stars to the verb rule, and 
forces a ſtrange and unheard of ſenſe on 
the place. I wiſh this logenious Writer had 
not too much gratified the Derfts, whom he 
undertook ro confute, by fAlying ro {o precari- 
ous and ſhifting a Gloſs on a plain Text of 
Scripture. 

But our preſent Author out doth this Gen- 
tleman, and will have neither Su» nor any 
other Planets, nor Stars to be part of the Cre. 
ation recorded by Moſes, although expres 
mention be mede in this chapter of the Leghrs, 
borh greater and leſſer, which were ſet or 
placed by God at the Creation in the Highe 
Firmax.ent : and alchough it be {aid Gen, 2. 1 
thu ( t. e. as was de(Cribed in the former cha 

ter ) the b:avens and the earth were fintſhea 
an 
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and all the hoft of them. Than which we could 
not have plainer words to expreſs the Xztrver- 
fal Frame of the World, and every thi 
whatſoever that belongs to it, for the loſpired 
Hiſtorian aſſures us thar not only the heawens 
and the earth ( which terms themſelves com- 
prehend the whole Mundane Scheme ) were 
finiſh'd in the fix days Creation, but he adds 
that all the hoft of them were finiſh'd likewiſe, 
that we might not have any ground of ſurmi- 
ſing (with this Writer) that Moſes gives us not 
an Account in the firſt chipter of Geneſrs of 
the Whole Syſtem of the Viſible World. 
Yet our Aurhor confidently avers that in the 
foremention'd place the heawens and the earth 
ſtenify the Terragueows Globe alone, with its Air 
or Atmeſphere, without including the Whole 
Unverſe, or ſo much as the Solar Syſtem, p. 10. 
To me it ſeems very wonderful and ſurprizing 
that any Man of Learning and Ingenuity thould 
ſo openly and plainly confront the Sacred 
Writer, and miſrepreſent his Clear Account 
of the Creation of che World. I declare I 
would not have troubled the Reader with 
any of theſe Refic#:0ns, were it not upon 
chis conſideration only, that this Theorsft appa- 
rently thocks che Divine Revelatioa of the 
Holy Scriptures, and contradicts the plain Hi- 
ſtory of the Firſt In{pired Penman. I take ic 
ro be a very ill work to deal thus with this 
part of the Bible, for the reſt of it may as 
well be treated after the (ame manner, and 
then in a ſhort time we may give up this Book 
to the Deifts and their fellows. 
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It is not from want of Deference to Mr, 
Whiſton or his Parts and Worth that I thus 
ſpeak : I will be of the firſt that (hall applaud 
his Ingenious Attempts 3 bur that which ex- 
torts a Cenſure from me is this, that he hath 
the boldneſs to offer to the publick a Theory 
which is wholly inconſiſtent with the Hiſto- 

of Moſzs, And in this Cenſure all perſons 
chat pay a due reverence to the Scriptures, 
muſt needs concur with me. Ir is ill in a Per- 
ſon of his Figure eſpecially to undervalue the 
Holy Text, and thereby ro conciliate in 
others ( who are not ſo well acquainted with 
it) a diſregard of the Sacred Penmen and 
thei: Writings. This will be the natural re- 
{ic of ſuch Undertakings,and Iam atraid hath 
been z for if ſome men were not Der/ts before 
their peruſal of ſuch Writings, theſe will 
make them ſo, becauſe they fee there is no 
Reſpect given to Revealed Truth, and there is 
no care taken toconform their Notions about 
the Greatton ( of which Moſes on!y can give us 
an account ) to the book of Gene/:s. 

But let us hear what the Worthy Author 
ſaith in defence of himſelf and his Interpreta- 
tion, Firſt, he tells us, that che Capacriies of 
people could not bear an unrverſel account of the 
origen of things, p. 89. And agiin, The Gapa- 
cities of the Fews to whom Moles peculiarly wrote 
were very low ana mean, and their Improve- 
ments very ſmall, or rather none at all in Philo- 
fophick Matters,p. 82. And ſop. 83. The ruae 
and 1lliteratte Jews were newly come from the 
Egyptian bondage, and deſtitute of the very firſt 
El:ments of Natural Knowledge : and this he 

| gives 
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gives as a Reaſon why he aſſerts that the Nar- 
rative which Moſes gives of the Creation 
reaches no further than the Earth, Such je- 
june and childiſh Arguings can never have 
any power on Rational Minds, who delighe 
not to be entertaia'd with fancy, but ſolid 
Truth, But no man can count this Reaſoning 
to be of the latter fort, for the Capacities of 
the people were able to bear a plain Relation 
of the formation of the Heawenly Bodies, no 
leſs than of the Terrefrial ones. The Jews 
might as wel! have underſtood Moſes telling 
them that the Suz, Moon, and Stars were cre- 
ated, as when he tells chem that the Earth 
was created. And accordingly we find that 
he relates the former of theſe, no le(s than the 
latter, though this Theor:ft pretends ( even 
againſt the expreſs words of the Hiſtory ) that 
chere is no ſuch thing. And who but this 
Author and his Brother Theorzf# could have 
dreamt that there is any need of Improvements 
in Philoſophick matters to underſtand that the 
Sun and other Luminaries of heaven were 
made by God on the 4th. day of the Creati- 


ON ? 

And I ſhould here alſo take notice of a 
great Miſtake, wiz. that the Book of Genes 
was peculiarly wrote to the Jews who came out of 
Eeypt, as he (peaks in the ſame place. Cer- 
cainly, the deſign of penning it was more Ca- 
tholick, it was intended for all ſucceeding Jews 
( to ſpeak of noothers at preſent) not only 
ſuch as were literate and Rude, but thoſe of 
ſufficient Knowledg and Underſtanding : and 
ſurely theſe might be of ſufficient Gpacicy to 

ar 
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bear a plain and ſhort Narration of the making 
of the Heavens as well as of this Lower World, 
This ſhews that chere is no foundation for the 
Opinion which this Ingenious Writer hath eſ- 
pouſed, bur I hope will have thoughts of being 
divorced from by what I have cr ſhall ſug- 
eſt ? 
, Secondly, he tells us that though the Sur 
and other Planets were not part of the Creation 
which Moſes relates, yet they are inſerted in- 
to his Narrative of the S:x days Work, becauſe 
he had a mind to gratify the dull ignorant 
people, the rude and ztterate Jews he (poke of 
before. Thoſe Heavenly Bodies are fetch'd 
in here to comply with the Vulear Notion, that 
they are part of the Clouds, cr belong to the reeton 
of the Air. p. 21,22 It 15 true, ic isnot un- 
uſual in che Holy Scriptures to condeſcend in 
ſome expreſſions to the Capacity of the Vul- 
gar, and there 15 an Inſtance of ir in this very 
Chapter, v. 16. but this is a quite differenc 
thing from giving a Sec Narration of a Mat- 
rer when there is really no (uch thing 2s is re- 
lared. Which is the cale here, for this 
Writer h:lds that Moſes, ro conceicend ro the 
apprehen(ions of the people, tells chem ex- 
preſsly that the Sun, Moon and Stars were 
creared on the 4th day, and placed in the up- 
per Firmament, though there was nothing 
of that nature, nothing created, nothing then 
made, nothing 1 that place Ser. If ic were 
only Impertinency that was charg'd upon 
Moſes by the Theorift, viz. that he brings into 
his Diary things thac are nothing to the pur- 


pole, 
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poſe, that he hooks in the Solar Syfem into 
che Hiſtory that appertains only to the Sub- 
lunary World, we might bear with it ( though 
ic is an il Imputation, and unworthy of the 
Inſpired Writer ) but when he charges him 
with Deceit and Fallity, it is not to be (uffer d. 
Moſes (as he grants ) pretends to ſpeak in 
this Chapter of Matter of Fact, to relate the 
diſtin time and proper place when and 
where things were done, and yet this Rela- 
ci0n is not True and Real, bur a miſrepreſen- 
tation, and a falſe account of things ; for 
whereas Moſes mentions a certain Time and 
particular Day when the Lights of heaven 
were created, this Author peremptorily denies 
that they were created at that Time, and on 
that Day : and whereas Moſes tells us that the 
Luminzries were ſet in the firmament of heaven, 
he ſaith the true place of theſe bodies is not 
alſtign'd them, p. 18. However Moſes records 
it in his Journal, right or wrong, to pleaſe 
(and at the ſame time to deceive) the dull 
People. He and his Abettors would excuſe 
themſelves by ſaying, it is only concealing the 
Truth, but that is apparently falſe, for here is 
Actual Deception and Faltifying, becauſe 
here is a Poſitive and Downright relating of 
what was not True, and yet delivering it as 
True. As to what this Worthy Author faith, 
that here 1s a compliance with the Common 
Notions, v2. that the Sun and Stars are part 
of the Glowds, or belong to the Region of the Arr, 
he makes the Vulgar more Simple and Igno- 
rant then they are, to ſhew himſelf more wiſe 
than others in his interpretation of the pace. 
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And eſpecially he forgets here ( though he 
mentioned it before ) that the Jewiſh Rabble 
were come lately from Egypt, and there we 
know there were ſeldom any Clouds, there 
being conſtantly a Clear and Serene Sky, fo 
chat it was Impoſhble they ſhould be bred up 
with this notion, wiz. that the Sun was ſeared 
in the Firmament of the Air where the 
Clouds are. This was not thought of by our 
Author, otherwiſe he would not have averred 
that Moſes here accommodates himſelf ro the 
Popular Humour and apprehen(1on, and that 
he ſpoke to thole of the Few1ſh Nation who 
who were unlearned and Ignorant. 

Thirdly, he offers this as an other ground 
of his ſtrange Interpretation, that though 
Moſes makes mention of the Sun, Moon and 
Stars in his Diary of the Creation, yet theie 
great Luminaries of the worid were made be- 
fore, and only now placed, or (eem to be placed, 
1n our Firmament, Pp. 14, '5. It « not neceſſary, 
faith be, to beltzve that thrſe bodies wr? thin 
fir/t created when Moſes makes m:ation of them. 
Pp. 14, Which i; againſt the whole renour, 
{cone and coherence of the Chapter, and con- 
rrary to the Stile and Expreflions in every 
part of ir, which all run in the Preter-perſe:? 
ſenſ:, not in the wore then perfet Tenſe, as he 
would have ic underſtood. Who can think 
chat the Narrative concerning the fourth aays 
work 15 tO be Underſtood in a drfferent way 
from ail the Reſt ? All things belonging to 
the other days works are ſer down exactly, 
and according to the matter of Fa, but here 


he fancies it 15 otherwiſe, the ſtile varies, and 
there 
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there was no ſuch thing as this days work : 
fo that there was a Double Sabbath according 
ro him, God reſted from the works of Cre- 
ation on the fourth and on the ſeventh day, 
But however to fill up the (pace, Moſes ſaith 
ſomething and makes us believe that there 
was ſomething done. And this he doth to 
ſuic himſelf ro the Capacities of the lllicerate 
and:Vulgar. Whence it might be inferred thar 
in the Reſt of the Chapter he turns himſelf 
to the Learned and Wile, but then the Au- 
thor differs from himſelf, for he had inform- 
ed us before that among the Fews at that time 
there were no Philoſophers, but that they 
were all Idiots and Blockheads. Theſe are 
the ſtrange and p#ild notions of our Theorsſt 
and yet they are ſwallowed down, ( though 
I hope but by few beſides himſelf) rather 
then the Literal and Plain Hiſtory of Moſes 
ſhall cake place, rather than he will adhere to 
the Genuine ſenſe of the Text. And he him- 
ſelf acknowledges that all the other parts of 
the Chapter, excepting what relates to 
the Fourth aays work, are to be taken other- 
wiſe,that is, they are meant of what was really 
done on thoſe Particular Days which are ſpe- 
cified, and there is no realon imaginable to 
make any Exception as to the Fourth day. 
He would come cff by ſuggeſtions that the 
Sun, and Moon and Stars are then ſaid to be 
made or created when they becazre Gonſpecuons, 
and therr bodtes diftinfly Viſable, p. 23. fo that 
according to this New Expoſitor they were 
not wade till there was a clear Day or Night 
to ſhew them. The Author of this Conceir 
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is ewo Learn'd to perfiſt in it, and too ingenu- 
ous not to bluſh ar it. 

Fourthly, an other profound Reaſon why 
the Heavenly Bodies are thus placed by Moſes 
was to prevent Idcliziog Of them. Ir was 
to ſhew us the unreaſonableneſs of all ſorts of Idol- 
atry, or of the worſhip of any wiþible beings, 
though never ſo uſeful and glorious. p. 81. Nay, 
he tells us that the ſecuring of the Jews from the 
adoration of the hoſt of heaven could not otherwiſe 
have been provided for. p. 28. Till the force 
of this Reaſon can be apprehended we mav 
truely ſay, there was poor Prowviſron made a- 
gain(t Jaolatry, yea none at all. Unleſs he 
means all the ſtars, Fixed as well as others 
( which his Hypotheſis will not allow of ) it 
could not be deligned to dbviate or hinder 
Idolatry : this every one cannot but apprehend. 
Or, can we imagine that the moſt Holy God 
would obviate Iaolatry by downright Fal/f5- 
1mg? Can we think that Moſes was inſpired 
ro Lye, that the Heavenly bodies might not 
be worſhip'd ? For fo runs the Argumentation of 
this Gentleman, Moſes makes the Jews be- 
lieve in this chapter that God created the Sun 
and other Luminaries on the fourth day, and 
that they belong to the Earth, and a part of this 
Syſtem, though there is no ſuch thing ; bur 
this he feigns as an Antidote againſt the Ado- 
ation of the Hoſt of Heaven. One would 
nothave expected ſuch a poor way of Reaſon- 
ing from a man of Poſftulata's and Lemmata's. 

ho would think that one ſo well vers'd in 
Hypotheſes, Phenomena's and Solutions ſhould 
diſcourſe (o weakly ? But this it is to _ 

on 
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don the Sacred Text, and not to adhere to 
the ealy and obvious meaning of the Holy 
Ghoſt in thele Writings, and 1a this Chapter 
more particularly. Ie is this that hath be- 
trayed our Learned Theori? to ſuch ſtrange 
and unaccountable fancies z it is this that cau- _ 
ſes him todefend his Propofition,viz. that the 
(ix days Creation extended no furiher than the 
bare Earch, and that che whole Syſtem of the 
Heavenly Bodies is exciuded from this Hil 
cory of Moſes, although in that very Hiſtory 
he Ends ie clearly recorded that the Sun, Moon 
and Stars, by which day and z:ght are diſ- 
tinguiſhed, are parc of the Six days Crea- 
tion. 

Next, I will obferve chat he is pleaſed to 
inform us of a New Calculation of Time: 
in the primitrve flate of the world days and years 
were all one, Book 2. p. 81. And afterwar 
Both theſe Pertoas are exally cornciaent and bot 
are performed 1n the ſame ſpace of time, And 
then he thinks good to apply it, The Works 
of Greation were finiſhed in ſix days, that # ſix 
years, he faith. Burthow will he be able to 
reconcile this with Gen.1. 5 2 The evening and 
the morning were the firſt day: and the ſame is 
ſaid of all the other days of the Creation. 
Here an evening and a morning are made the 
juſt limits of a day, and therefore a day at the 
Creation of the world was not a leer, for 
there isa greater number of even1ngs and 0rn- 
zngs inthecompals of a year. And ſo when 
we read that (ix evenings and fix mornings 
were ſpent in the works of the Creation, we 
may rationally infer thence that thele amoune 

not 
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not to ſix Years. And this Sagacious Writer 
would have made this Inference himſelf if he 
' had not been tempted to the forſaking of the 
plain, intelligible and obvious ſenſe of the 
words, and changing the eaſy and natural in- 
terpretation of Scripture for a forced one. 
Again,he thinks fit to ſymbolize with hisFel- 
low-Theoriſt, and to raife the ſame Obje&ion 
againſt the Moſarck Crearion that he did. For 
thus you hear him objecting, p. 50 51. The 
leneth of the days aſſi;ned 1s wholly aiſproportio- 
nate to the buſineſs done upon it. The Third day 
hath two quite different, nay tncompatitle Wor ks 
aſſign'd it And the Earth with its furmture takes 
wp four entire days, when the ſun, mon and 
ftars are crowaed into one ſingle day. And the 
Improbability, yea and impoſſibility of che 
Works aſcribed by Moſes to the S:xth day are 
aflerred by him, Book 2. p. 89,90,91. Theſe 
Cavils might perhaps have become ſome pro- 
fels'd Lay-De:iſt but they are unworthy of a 
perſon that bears an Ecclefraſtical Badg, and 
who is ſuppoſed to believe Moſes's writing, 
and not fo find fault with Inſpired Hiſtory, 
Are we to judg of the Proportion of the Days 
Works at the Creation? Are we to ſet the 
Almighty his Task ? are ſhallow heads to cen- 
ſure the Operations of the Omnipotent Cre- 
ator ? Muſt they meaſure every Days pro- 
ceedings at the firſt formation of the world 
by certain Rules and Afſignations of their own? 
This 1s intolerable, and no Pagan Philoſo- 
pour would have a&ed thus, for he could not 
at know that the Methods of a Divine and 
Intinice Ageat tranſcend the conceptions ot 
wed 
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weak and finite minds, and that the Supreme 
Being is not confined ro ourProportions, but 
as as he pleaſes. Natural and Common Pro- 
ductions are not the ſame with thoſe Primary 
ones. We muſt not argue from our ordinary 
Generations to that which was at the begin- 
ning of all things. There was an other way 
and method obſerv'd, and it is irrational 
and ſenſeleſs ro make theſe a Pattern to them. 
Here was the Immediate hand of God, and 
therefore it is no wonder that the beginning, 
procedure and finiſhing of theſe Days Wark: 
were of a different nature from thoſe Works 
that have been (ſince. There being an Ex- 
traordinary and Miraculous exertment of 
Divine Power, it is as unreaſonable as it is 
Irreligious to find fault with the Diſtribution 
of them. It is raſh folly to expe Mathe- 
watical Gongruity in every Production, and to 
look for Mechanick Laws in the ereQting 
of the Univerſe, in the Syſtem of the 
Heavens, in the Planetary Bodies, in the 
Sun and other Globes of Fire. It is incon- 
gruous to think that Mechaniſa: was obſerv'd 
in the formation of theſe. But of this I will 
ipeak more anon. 

Only at preſenc I take notice of the Agree- 
ment of the Two Theor;/ts as to the Main, 
( though this latter in one place ſeverely 
chaſtiſes the former for the falſe ſteps he 
hath made in his Theory, p. 76, 77. ) There 
is a perfe&t Union and Friendſhip between 
them in the point of enervating the 
Hiſtory ; coly chey do it after a d:fferent 
magner. The Old mV ( now Goo 
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call bim fo, fance this hath dubb'd himſelf 
the New one ) directly and profefledly rejects 
the plain ſenſe of the. Moſarck Text, whereas 
this pretends t0.0Wn it, but at the ſame time 
miſerably wreſts and perverts it. The one 
openly declares that what Muſes faith is not 
matter of Fact, but the other comes and ac- 
knowledges 12 part that it is an Hiſtorical 
Account, but denies that it is (uitable to the 
Reality of things - it is a Hiſtory, but Falſe. 
The former plainly and in downright terms 


owns his diflike of the Lzteral meaning of 


that part of Gereſrs, but the latter though he 
admits of the Literal (1gnification, yet craftiiy 
and ſophiſtically di{torts the ſenſe of the 
words, and puts a force upon them. The 
firſt uſes more freedom and ingenuity, telling 
the world without more ado that the H:- 
Forecal (en(e is not to be admitted 3 the ſecond 
prerends to own the Account of the Creation, 
as to the very Letter, but ballles it all by un- 
couth Expoſitions. Thus though the two 
Theorsſts take a different Metbod, yet they 
unite 1a Expoting the Moſaick Writings. 

It 3s Melancholy Reflection vwhon we con- 
fider how men are hereby rzughc to vilily 
the Serrptwres, to dilpure tie Mofucck Very, 
to quarrel with the Greateon, to louk ug ii the 
ſeveral Stages and Proceliles of ic 2* iizned, 
and becauſe rhey are wort acjuſcid to 1tuch 
Meaſures and Proportiovs 2s theſe periuns 
fancy, to vote them to be ſaife and counter» 
feic Whatcan a well-meauing and ſober Rea- 
der thiok when he finds our preſent Author 
diſparaging and traducing the Moſatckh Cye- 
ation 
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ntioft as whreaſonable, whegual; irreeular; 11- 
decent, arſproportionate, diſagveenble th the Di- 
wine Widow, anſurtable to the nature of things? 
for theſe are the Epithers he beſtews upon 
it, Þ. $7,65. What can he think- when he 
finds him pfofeſſedly Rrarculing of it, p. 
$7. end reprefentmg it 4s anbecomitie the 
ſorepl-ft Artificey > What can any min think 
ind imagine, I fay, but this, chat our Theori/t 
hath a mind co nu!l! the Authority of Moſes's 
Writitigs, ro lefI-ri the «<ſteem of other parts 
of Sctiprire, to fer” Revelarioh and Rea- 
ſott at odds, to vacate all Reveal'd Truth, 
ati#i6 a word, to giitr Profelytes ro Derſm ? 
| tm exceedingly troubled co let ſuch words 
#*thefe do abroad info the World ; bat [£ 
(h»ntd be mach more fo, if I did nor bpoh 
thi occaſion deliver my thoughts, Tf. 1 did 
hor” free'y tell che world what my Reſenr- 
hen's are as ro chis macter. FT eievet ranght 
ttly Pen to write either for Ofterrration, or 
{+ Preferment, bac I have |14bour'd co bti 
it _up an obedient fervant to Truth; and 
hope ic will never be afhimed of > Honour- 
abie a Maftcr, Into Sceptical an Age as we 
live itt it becomes u$ not co be Indifferent 
ye, we are obliged ro be very Warm and 
Concern'd, and not to ler Temper ( as ris 
tow faſhionably ca2ll'd ) chill oar Relrgron, 
?nd berray the Tru!h, And I ufe his Free- 
dom the rather becaute 1 deal with a Perſon 
of lngenuity, who 2pproves of 2 due Liberty 
in Ditconrfe, and will both give and take ir. 
only fuggeſt what prge> > Gn may think 
conterning In$ oY tiring, not w_ 
2 e 
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he defiens, for 1 will not entertain anillthoughe 
concerning him as to that. I on'y remonſtrate 
a2ainſt his unwary giving occa/z0z to his Rea- 
ders to cavil at the Moſaick Account of the 
Creation, and thereby to open a door to the e- 
vacuating of all the Hiſtorical part of Scripture, 
But what are the Reaſons thacare aſl 

this Ingenious Gentleman and his Aſfociates 
why they reject the _—_ doarine about the 
Formation of the World ? They are theſe four 

eſpecially, which I will briefly touch upon. 
Firſt, They oppoſe Moſcs's Account of the 
Creation becauſe it favours not their Opinion 
and Conceit of the exiſtence of ſome Other 
People in the World belides thoſe of Adam's 
race. This Author talks of the Inhabitants, 
not only :2animate but animate and —_— 
in the other Planets, p. 40, 414. And he isat 
it again p. 58. There may be millions of other 
Specres of Noble Creatures not tnferiour to Man, 
p. 91, And therefore the Moſarck Hiſtory 
15 a poor mean thing, becauſe it takes not in 
thoſe other Inhabitants of the World, it 
brings us no tidings of the people that dwell 
in the Moon. But they ſhould rather argue 
thus, the Azemick race, and no other is 
. mentioned by Moſes, and thence we may ra- 
tionally conclade that there is no other, for 
it being Moſes's buſine(s ro ſer down the 
Origin and Riſe of Mankind, if there had been 
another ſtock of them, he would certain| 

have told us of it. But he doth no < 
thing; yea, on the contrary, he aſſures us 
that Adam and Ewe were the firſt Perſons 
that were (rated, and particularly that Ever 
Pai 
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was the Mother of all living, Gen. 3. 20. xs. c. 
the ſource and Original of all men and wo. 
men that are in the world : and therefore 
an Other Generation of Humane kind is a 
mear dream and fition. Bur it is probable, 
ſay they, that the Moon and other Planets 
are furniſh'd with Animals like our ſelves, 
ſeeing they are as capable of Inhabitants as 
our Earth. IT anſwer, No man can tell thar. 
Though they be groſs and ſolid bodies, and 
therein be like our Terreſtrial Globe,yet they 
may not be a fit dwelling for any fort of 
Living Creatures, for Man eſpecially. And 
indeed why ſhould any man think that Men 
like our ſelves were originally placed in the 
Planets, when we are aſſured that theſe Hea- 
venly Bodies were made for the Uſe of Men 

vpon Earth only ? But of this afterwards. 
Secondly, they fancy that Moſes's Deſcrip- 
tion of the Creation is not ſuitable to the 
Grea:ne(s and Vaſt Extenfionof the World: 
they are of opinion that he talks too much of 
the Earth, and gives too Magnificent a 
CharaQter of ic, whereas the Swalreſs of it 
deſerves no ſuch thing- Accordingly this 
Author inſiſts a long time upon this, p. 54, 
55, 56. And urges that it is an Inconſider- 
able Spot in reſpe&t of the Vaſt Heavenly 
Bodies, which ſtand Still till chat wheels 
about. For this reaſon they diſcard Moſes, 
and are not a little diſpleaſed with him be- 
cauſe he is no Gopernican, But theſe Gentle- 
men are to be told that they weakly argue 
from the Vaſt Proportion of the reſt of 
the World in compariſon of rhe Earthly 
C3 Globe 
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Glabe, for tis not Greatzeſs and Bulk that 
give a Value to things. They diſcourſe idly 
2nd injudiciouſly who extol the Obs of 
Heaver merely becaule they are Vaſt and Spa- 
tiqus, and deſpiſe the Earth becaule it is buc 
2 Boiot in regard of them. No man ot true 
2nd generous Philolophy can argue thus: 
No, it is impoſſible he ſhould, unleſs he 
can firſt prove that Bulk is Worth. 7Judea 
was but a ſpot in reſpe&t of the W!;o'e 
Earth ( the ſame that the Earth is in 
reſpet. of the World ) yet God made 
choice of this (mall inconſicerable portion of 
ground to be the Sceze of the molt Glorious 
things thzt ever happen'd {ince the Crea- 
ation. Why then may we not think, or 
rather why do we not believe it ( (eeing 
it is fo Evident and Þrighe a Truth ) that 
the Supreme Being created this Viitance 
of Earth for great and glorious ends, to be 
the Stage of che Worthieſt rranſactions in the 
world, and conſequently ro dignify it above 
all other parts of the Univerſe, be they 
never (o Great and Large! And it is certain 
he did ſo, and we may fee it plainly in the 
Firſt Chap'er of Gexefs. It is obler vable 
that the Whole Material World is oivided 
into heexen and eerth, v.i. and therefore 
this latter, the Earth, can be no mean part 
of it. And we Cannot but take notice that 
this poor Pightel, this Moarcum of Earth 
(. as you may call it ) is defcribed and repre- |, 
fented by Moſes as the Main and Principal 
Work and Corcern of- the All-Mighty, ard 
pl &+ 
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preferable to all the Heavenly Bodies, and 
the Whole Univerte. 

Therefore we have no rezfon to quit Moſes 
for Gopernicwa, but ro believe rhat the Earth, 
chough ſo ſmall a Globe, is of greater dignicy 
than all the Celeſtial Syſtem, than all the 
Planetary and Fixed Lights. They that dif 
courſe otherwiſe betray 2 great Narrow- 
neſs of Soul and Meannefs of Spirit, becauſe 
they (et a value upon Space and Quantity, 
and dote upon Roomth and Magnitude, 
which are of no real wortl: 2nd eſteem : bur 
at the ſame time they undervalue the Order 
aad Appointment of the Soveraign Maker 
and Diſpoſer of the World , who plainly 
ſhews us the Tran(cendent Dignity and Su- 
perlative Excellency of the Terreſtrial Syſtem 
1a his allotting more Time for the crearing af 
that and whar belongs co it than all the reſt 
of the World,znd would thereby con vince us 
that the Farth, as (mall as it is, is the Nobleſt 
and Choiceit Part of the Worid. 

{ hirdiy, They can'c be brought to acknow- 
iedze that the Heavenly Bodies, yea and the 
Whole World were made for the uſe of Max - 
and on this account likewile (as well as thoyie 
before mention'd ) they caſt off the Meo/arct 
Hiſtory of the Creation, becauſe it favours 
not this Opinion of theirs, bur repreſears 
Man as the Lord of all the Crearures, and 
him for whom ( next to the Divine Being ) 
all chings were made, and more particularly 


the Heauers round about him. Our Nw . 


Theoriſ can't indure to hear of this: itis a 
dorine which he utterly explodes, and in 
C4 order 
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order to that depretiates and vilifies Mar. 
kind, p *9, debaſing him to the nature of a 
Flie or a Worm, in the Works of the Creati- 
on. So jow, (o ignoble, ſo groveling is he 
in his thoughts, and fo injurious to his own 
kind. It is true, he would ſeem to ap- 
plaud Mankind as a Noble and Glorious 
Creature, p. 9o, and he rakes notice of the 
Dignity of Man, Book 4. Chap. 1. p. 253 : 
bur then we are to remember that it 1s uſual 
with this Author to claſh with himlſelt : 
what he aſſerts in one Part of his Book he 
renounces in another, as might be evidenc'd 
in ſeveral Inſtances, but that is not my buſt- 
neſs at preſent. Though 'tis highly impro- 
bable that there are any other Creatures of 
humane kind that receive avy advantage and 
profit from the Creation, yet he declares 
that it & zot wiſe and rational, it ts not worthy 
to be believ'd of the All-Wiſe God that he chief- 
ly or ſolely created the World for our ule, 
p. 70. He pronounces it :7conſitent with the 
Drvine Wiſdom to make thouſands of gloriow bo- 
ates for the ſole uſe of a few fallen and rebelliow 
creatures, P. 69. And after he had enlarg'd 
upon it, he concludes that it argues the moſt 
exiravagant degree of folly, p. 71. But ſofter 
terms would have become him, when he was 
ſpeaking of ſo high a matter : and I queſtion 
not but he would have uſed them if he had 
96 6 before he ſpoke, that is, if be had 
thought and con{1der'd how Noble a Being 
Man is, and that he was defignd by his 
Maker to be the Flower and Top of the Cre- 
2400, and the Glory of the Viſible World 
a 
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and that he hath the peculiar honour to have 
his Nature united ro the Deity : He that 
hath ſuch apprehenſions of Man, can't think 
ic ſtrange that even the Sun, Moon, and 
other Planets which- more nearly environ 
him, and even the Fixed Globes of Light 
and Fire, though ac a vaſt diſtance from him, 
were created for his Ulie and Service in ſome 
manner or other. They were made to ſhed 
their /nfluences on Mankind here on earth, 
( which is expreſs'd by their Ruling the day 
and the night, Gen. 1.16,18. ) and to give 
light upon the Earth, which alſo is twice men- 
tion'd, v.15, 17, Even the vaſt multitude 
of Fixed Lights, which are meant by the 
Stars, v. 16, or at leaſt are comprehended 
under the hoft of heaven, Chap. 2. V. 1. were 
made for this very purpoſe, and conſequent- 
ly for the Service of Man. 

This is confirmed from what we are told 
concerning thoſe Glorious Creatures, the 
Angels, wiz. that they are Mrniftring Sperits, 
ſent forth to miniſter for Mankind, more eſpeci- 
ally thew: who ſball be heirs of ſalvation, Heb.1 
14. Ic is no wonder that the Heavens and all 
the Glorious Bodies in it are Servants to 
Men, when the very Celeſtial Inhabitants are 
ſo. It would have been accounted a wild 
and extravagant Notion that thoſe Superiour 
Beings ſhould be Waiters and Tenders on 
the inferiour ones, unleſs the Infallible Wri- 
tings had aſſured us of it: but now being al- 
ſured of this, we may be reconciled to that 
o'her Truch, that the Heawens ſerve Man, 
and that the Sur and all the Luminaries = 
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Servants to the Earth, and officiouſly roll 
about it, whilſt it ſtands to receive their In- 
fneace. This is conzruous to the Divine 
GreeatneG and Majeſty, who hath made Max 
his Vice-gerent in this lower world, and hath 
conſticuced the Earehly Globe che place of his 
Refideace, in which reſpect it is more excel - 
lent chan all the Heavenly Bodies. Bur 1 
have ſpoken ſomething of chis in an * other 
place, aovd therefore ſhall add no more 
now. 

Fourthly and laſtly, they hold that the 
Formation of the World was according to 
the trick laws of the M-chanick or Corpuſcular 
Philojaphy ; aad therefore (eeing M/s repre. 
feats ic not as fuch, they give no credit to his 
Wruings about this matter. Ir is particular- 
ly alledged by our preſent Author that his 
New H»potheſts of the Exrth is exactly ac- 
carding to. the laws of Mechaniſmz, and 
thence he concludes it ro be Authentick. 
Bue the Conſequence ought to be denied: for 
this reaſon, becauſe he can never prove that 
the Creazion of ehe World was comformable 
every. ways to the M-chamſm of bodies. and 
the laws of Common Nature. We muſt not 
think that the Origza of all things was in the 
hme minagn with: the Afcer-productions. 
| Rather-we are-to-conceive that the ordinary 
way and m2:hed which. ave been obſerv'd in 
Nuwre ever lace, were no: obſerv'd at. the 
Creation z, for Co:mmon and Second Can 

a 
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had nothing to do then, the Divine Power 
and Influence peculiarly interpoled. and the 
Creation was a work of Infinite and Viracu- 
los Power and Wildom. An Immediate 
and Extraordinary Hand (et things on work 
at the far(t erecting of the World, ayd conſe- 
quently no Mechazrcal Laws can explain ir. 
| krow our Author ſeems to agree to this, 
* The charge of the Chaos, faith he, into an 
habitable world was nit a mere reſult from any 
neceſſary laws of Mechaniſm 1ndepenaently on 
the divine power, but tt the proper effet of the 1n- 
fluence and interpofition of Prowidence. Nay, 
that the Whol: Work and Proceſs of the 
Creation was not from mere Mechanick 
Laws, but from the immediate operation of 
the A:l mi, ty, and an Extraordinary and 
Miraculous Power, he aflerts in ſome pages 
rogerher, Book 4. Chap. 1- where he 1in- 
ſtances in ſeveral Particulars of the Creati- 
ON. 

But ſo it is, this Gentleman hath a faculty 
of jarring with himſelf, for in other vlaces be 
Cifowns all this in three whole pages ( 36, 
37, 38) he argues about the Moſa:ck& Chaos 
from the Properties of boates, from the manner 
of their produtons, from the law of Grawitati- 
ox, and expreſly avers that at the firſt Crez- 
tion of the Earth all was done according 10 
the known laws of matter and motion, and 
therein miſtakes and mifinterprets the Meſazck 
Creation. Befides, he would not have com- 

plain'd 
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plain'd that in the Scheme of the Moſaick 
Creation bodtes althe in nature have an unlike 
oreginal, and again, bodtes ws bo nature have a 
like original,p. 65]and that the Light appeared be- 
fore the creation. of the Sun from whence it 15 de- 
7tved, &c. he could not poſhbly with any 
conſiſtency of Senſe have diſcours'd thus, un- 
leſs he had ſuppoſed that all that was done in 
the /ix days was according to the Ordinary 
Proceſs of Nature. Again, when he finds 
faule with the diſproportioy of the Days 
Works ( as hath been obſerv'd before, and 
aS you may ſee p. 41. The Time of the Greation 
of each body was fo diſproporttonate to the Work 
It ſelf as 1s perfeRly irreconcilable to ihe arvine 
wiſdows of 1ts Greator, and the accounts of the 
Works themſelves 2 they are ſet down by Mo- 
ſes. ) Ie is apparent ro every intelligent man 
that he proceeds upon the Laws of Mecha- 
nm, and verily thinks that theſe were exac- 
ly obſerv'd in the making of the World: 
which falſe Notion is one Cauſe of his Falſe 
Hypotheſis. We have mean conceptions of 
the Syſtem of che Worl1if we chiak ic is no 
more than a Clock or a Watch. The Su- 
preme and ragny Being doth not confine 
himſelf ro Mechaniſm and the Common 
Principles of Natural Motion. And there- 
fore it is vain to undertake to (olve all the 
Phxnomena's of bodies by them, and to at- 
eribute all cheir effects to the common force 
and operation of Mechanick Powers, which 

as I apprehend, is the fault of this Learne 

Theorsſt and ſome others. 


Thus 
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Thus I have briefly rouch'd upon the Rea- 
ſons and Grounds why theſe perſons relin- 
quiſh the Moſarck Account of the Creatio 
and conſequently the Syſtem of the World 
founded upon it, and why they take Goperni- 
cus or Gartes to be better Writers than Moſes. . 
In the Frirf Reaſon that they aſſign they are 
Fantaſtical, and dream of a World of Inhabi- 
rants in the Moon and the other Planetary 
Bodies. In the Second they are Childiſh, 
and eſteem things by their Bulk and Shew, In 
the Therd they are Sneaking, and debaſe 
themſelves, and take no notice of their No- 
ble Nature. In the Loaf they debaſe the 
All-mighty himſelf by tying him to Mecha- 
nick Laws. And in all four they ſeem to 
diſcourſe unreaſonably , unphiloſophically , 
unſcripturally. They fly to precarious Eva(t- 
ſions of Scripture, and give (uch a fanciful 
account of the Inſpired Writers words 
( which are plain and intelligible of them- 
ſelves } that the Therfts, and ſome in a Form 
above them, cannot but confeſs themſelves 
deeply obliged ro them The number of 
thoſe that undervalue the Holy Oracles is 
great already, and I fear ſuch Treartiſes as 
theſe incourage them, eſpecially when pen- 
ned by perſons of that CharaRter and Order. 
Thoſe of the Sacred Function, above alt 
others, ſhould be very Cautious leſt they of- - 
fend in this kind. They ought to take care 
that they interfere not with the Letter of 
Scripture, that they diſtort not the ſenſe of 
the Sacred Text, and prevaricate with the 
Book of God z and particularly that they re- 
je not the plaia Hiſtory of Moſes, that they 

At- 
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attempt not to run down his Account of the 
Creation, 

Our Theoriſt, I concerwe, hatti been ex- 
tremely delinquent as to theſe things, he hath 
thrown down Moſes to erect lumſelf, he hath 
made bold with che Firtt Chapter of Geneſis 
to introduce and eftabliit his own Theorems 
and Hypotheſes, fuch as Theſe, tha: the Cha- 
os was the Atmoiphere of a Comer, that 4 
Comer paisd by the Earth at the De- 
luge, &c. and others abo:it the Revolution 
of the Earth zot tl Adains Fail, about the 
Change of its Krgure, about Paradiſe, about 
the Abyſs, about the Planets, &c. which are 
Precarious Notions, and have no folid foun- 
dation in Reaſon, Nature,or Scripture co ſup- 

ort them. All whicha * Jars Writer of a 
ree and brisk Genius hich thoughr fre ro ex- 

le, andeven to rivicule. Bacit 1s not tmy 

ufinels to treat this Gentl-man ar that rate: 

only obſerve that he feems to have no re- 
gard to the Sacred Hiltory whilit he is giv- 
mg an Account of the Phanomena of the 
Earth, | 

Bu: yer this 1s not (aid 2s if I were fo 
ftrair-laced as co abridg this Exceilent Wri- 
rer in any thing of an /aiffereat nature, or to 
debar him of a Philoſophical Ireedom, or to 
hy reſtraint upon him 2s to any Ditquiſirions 
that are Ingenicus, and in the jeaſt Probable. 
Bur all this migac be done without entrench- 
wg upon Moſes, He mighr, - and ought ro 

| have 
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have adjuſted his Notwns to the Text, and 
made them comport with Mofes's Hiftory, 
2nd built thereupon a Rational Theory, anda 
Scheme of Philoſophy conſiſtent with Geneſis, 
Bur it was his Infelicity to rake 2 Contrary 
Method , to ulurp upon the Holy Writ, 
w antonly to oppoſe the natural and obvious 
meaning of it, 10 offer ſuch Interpretaci 
as ive eccaficn_ to perſons fo (light the Sa- 
cred Volume, :rd to diſregard that ſenſe and 
niraning of it which lie plain before 
them 

To conclude, I confider'd the Miſchief and 
Danger which might accrue to the world by 
that extravagant Labercy wich I apprehend- 
ed Mr. Whifton, had indulg'd tymlelf in: I 
conlider'd :thar ſuch daring Flights as theſe 
might prove faral to Young Stadents in Philo- 

y and Drv:matity, and teach them to ere 
thew own Hypotheſes upon the ruines of the 
Sacred Text : I conſider d how injurious 
theſe Artemprs are to the Scriptures in gene- 
ral, and how derogatory to the Spirit of 
God who indited them : and the ſenſe of this 
alone ( without any other Inducemear what- 
foever ) moryed me fo uſe rbis' Plzinneſs and 
| (drrnngg with. ſo Worthy and Learned an 

author. 
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Motion of the Earth. 

A N 

Anſwer to ſome Objefions 

againſt ſome paſſages in my q 
late Diſcourle ( entituled | 
A Demonſtration of the 


Exiſtence and Providence 


of God ) relating to the ! 


x | 


_ Copernican Hypotheſis of # 
the diurnal Revolution of , 


the Earth. 


A Learned Gentleman was lately pleas'd * 
to do me the honour to frame ſome 
Obje&tons ”=_ the Second Chapter of the 
Fir8 Part of my Treatiſe, wherein I _ 
vour' 


3 Cf 
»Þ ®* . 


Of the Motion of the Earth. 33 


#d to evince the Being and Providence 
Jod from the Works of the Creation. 
& he cenſures that paſlage Page 25. The 
Iweaſures about a thouſand miles tn an hour. 
thinks I have not uſed the right merhod of 
lewlating the Sun's motion. I muſt confels 
4him I was not very Studious about that, 
in> diſheartn'd by the great Difference of 
Putations which I obſerv'd in the Authors 
mer with. [t is well known how dilcre- 
ne-the Calculations of Aſtronomers are. 
aave ſeen in my time 4 good many Writers 
1 that ſubject, bur I could never light upon 
ay -one that fatisfes that Point : wherefore 
le rather to pitch upon a Common and 
Valgar Computation than to trouble the 
Feader wich the (ſeveral Opinions of Aſtro- 
10mers, or to ofter one that might ſeem in- 
redible. Herein I conceive I -have done 
othing amiſs. And truly if the ObjeFor 
' been Impartial, #7. e. had conſulted one 
pareof my Diſcourſe as well as the other, he 
bake not have found any occaſion for an 


ption againſt the foreſaid paſſage. If he 
* been pleas'd ro rake notice of p. 60. 
, &c. theſe words would have ſi!enc'd 
uples, As to the motion of them ( viz. 
Planets) there a great diſagreement 
o Writers : therefore what hath been ſaid 
eas to this, muſt be ſubmitted to thoſe that 
able to judge of the different Hypotheſes. 
ere 15 ſu2mt (ſion, but it is not regarded: here 
wasamodeſt acknowledgment of theAuthor's 
inſufficiency ro give a juſt and accurate Ac- 
count of the Motion of thoſe heavenly bo- 
dies: and a Candid and Ingeguous Reader 
D could 
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vour'd to evince the Being and Providence 
of God from the Works of the Creation. 
Firſt, he cenſures that paſſage Page 25. The 
San meaſures about a thouſand miles tn an bour. 
He thinks I have not uſed the r1ght method of 
calculating the Sun's motion. I muſt confels 
ro him I was not very Studious about thar, 
being diſheartn'd by the great Deifference of 
Gomputations which I obſerv'd in the Authors 
I met with. ft is well known how dilcre- 
pant the Calculations of Aſtronomers are. 
I have ſeen in my time a good many Writers 
on that ſubject, bur I could never light upon 
any one thac ſatisfies that Point : wherefore 
I choſe rather to pitch upon a Common and 
Vulgar Computation than to trouble the 
Reader with the (ſeveral Opinions of Aſtro- 
nomers, or to ofter one that might ſeem in- 
credible. Herein I conceive I .have done 
nothing amiſs. And truly if the OtjeFor 
had been Impartial, #. e, had conſulted one 
part of my Diſcourſe as well as the other, he 
would not have found any occaſion for an 
Exception againſt the foreſaid paſſage. If he 
had been pleas'd ro rake notice of p. 60. 
I. 15, &c. theſe words would have filenc'd 
his Scruples, As to th: motion of them ( viz. 
the Planets) there w a great R——_ 
among Writers : therefore what hath been ſaid 
before as to this, muſt be ſubmittes to thoſe that 
are able to judge of the different Hypotheſes. 
Here is ſu>#m1:0n,, but it is not regarded : here 
wasa-modeſt acknowledgment of theAuthor's 
inſufficiency ro give a juſt and accurate Ac- 
count of the Motios of thoſe heavenly bo- 
dies: and a Candid and Ingeguous Reader 

D could 
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could not but infer that the like was ſuppoſed 
in the Caſe before us. We are not able to 
determine in a matter where there are (o Va- 
rious Sentiments- My de(ign was to repre- 
ſent tothe Reader the All-mighty Power and 
Infinite Wiſcom of the Supreme Being in or- 
dering the Courſe of the Celeſtial Lumina- 
ries, and eſpecially of the Solar Globe : and 
this defign I thought ſufficiently accomplith'd 
by a General Computation of the Suns Moti- 
on, and not by deſcending to Nice Calculati- 
ons, which would rather amuſe and diſtract 
than give any Satisfaction. 

Next, as to hat I had offer d againſt the 
Motion of the Earth, he objects that I hawe 
not —___—_ with the Copernicans, for [ 
have produced their trifling and leſs werghty 
Reaſons, but have conccaba the ftrongeſt, If 
this be fo, then I muſt cell him, that Kepler 
and Gal:l-o ( Great Names in Aſtronomy ) 
were Triflers, then Lansbergtus , Farentuw, 
* Gilbert had no werght in their Arguments; 
then Gopernicus himſelf was a very eaſy and 
mean Arguer, and defended his Polit but 
{lightly- 1 could mention a Learned Writer 
who is now alive, the Worchy Mr. Ray, one 
of whoſe Arguments for the Gopernican hy- 
potheſ1s is * the tzaſt drſproportion 1m reſpe# of 
Magnitude that 1s between the Earth and the 
Heavens, and the great unl:kelybood that ſuch 
an infinite number of Taft boates {own move 
abcur jÞ tnconſiderable a ſpot as the Earth : and 
this is the Chiet Argument he propounds. 
And this, with others which I produced, 

were 
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were made uſe of, and earneſtly urged by 
other Learned Writers of great Note and Re- 
pute. Now, who would have thoughe that 
the Modern Copernicans would confeſs that the 
Arguments which the Firſt Founders of the 
Opinion made uſe of, and which the Chiefeſt 
Writers produc'd to bring men off from che 
other perſwaſicn , were ſo Lyeht and Tri- 
fung? Or if they were Strong Reaſons at 
tirſt, how came chey now, by my expoſing 
them, to be weak ? Or, if the Worthy Per- 
ſons before mention'd thought fic to infiſt up- 
on them, can any man giveany reaſon why [ 
mighe not propound them as the Topicks 
made uſe of for that Cauſe ? It will be difh- 
cult ro return a ſatisfactory Anſwer to theſe 
Queries. No, faith this Gentleman; for 
though thoſe foreſaid Philoſophers found our, 
or retrieved the Earths Circumrotation, yer 
we of late found out the True Reaſon of it. 
And what is that, I pray ? The true Reaſon of 
this — i this, 1ts ſuttableneſs to the laws 
of Mechaniſm, This is the Great Arcanum 
which our late Worthies boaſt they have had 
the happineſs to bleſs the world wath. 

p 1 I defire theſe ewo things may be conſft- 

er'd. 

Firſt, this is a Reaſon which was never in- 
ſiſted upon by Copernicus, che firlt Reviver of 
this Hypothelis, nor ſo much as mention'd by 
ſome of the Greateſt Followers and Allerters 
of his doctrine, as I'm ready to prove our of 
the Authors themſelves, if it be denied. 
Thoſe things which I alledg'd, and which 
this Gentleman calls zrifling, are the Princs- 
pal Arguments which the generality of Goperns- 

3 cans 
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cans urge for their Opinion. They did not 
ſo much as underſtand the word Mechaniſm, 
they had never heard of ſuch a term. Gaſſer: 
au, who gives a ſummary account of all the 
Reaſons produced for this Hypotheſis, reck- 
ons up thoſe very ones which I gather'd out of 
the Authors themſelves : only he argues in- 
deed from the Motion of the Planets, which 
is uncertain and dubious; but he hath not a 
ſyllable about the laws of Mechaniſm. Tell 
me then, is it credible thar the Firſt Inven- 
rers and Eſtabliſhers of an Hypothelis ſhould 
not be acquainted with the True Reaſon why 
they threw off the receiv'd Opinion, and em- 
brac'd another ? 

Secondly, They that at this day uſe theſe 
Terms know not how to apply them to the 
preſent purpoſe. I deny not the Excellent 
Le and Advantage of the Mechanick Philo- 
ſophy (of which I have ſroken in another 
place ) for moſt of the Great and Brave Dil- 
coveries of this Age -in Phyſology, Me- 
aicks, &Cc. are owing to this : but that which 
I affert at preſent is, that it is no ways applica- 
ble rothe matter in hand, v:z. the Hypothe- 
fis of the Goprrnicans : for there is not one of 
chem, fo far 2s I can judg, that hath ſolidly 
ſhew'd and prov'd the agreeableneſs of the 
Earths Circumgyration ro the Laws of Mecha- 
mſm. There is a late Writer that talks as 
much of the Mechanical Laws of Motion as 
any man, but though he aſferts the Diurnal 
Circumvolution of the Earth, yer * he holds 
that in the time of Mans Innocence there was 
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no ſuch thing, but that it was the effe of 
Man's Fall, and immediately follaw'd upon 
the Curſe on the Earth, and is part of its 
Curſe. Whence ic follows that the Earths 
Motion was not the Primitive ſtate and pro- 
perty of it 3 it was not {Vatwal to it, but pre- 
ternatural, inordinate and irregular, and con- 
ſequently not according to the ſtared laws of 
Mechantſm. And as for the Other Authors 
who endeavour to ſolve the Earchs Motion in 
a Mechanical way, it is evident that they are 
not able to effe&t what they have undertaken. 
And how indeed can we expect they ſhould 
do it, when we find them diſagreeing about 
the Mechanick Laws ? There never was a 
greater diſſen:ion among Natural Pilofophers 
rhan there is about chis one thing, as appears 
from comparing the Writings of Des Gartes 
( who was the Firſt Subſtantial Author of 
Mechaniſm ) Dr. More, Dr. Burnet, Mr. 
Newton, Dc. Woodward, Mr. Whifton , and 
other Philoſophical Men of this age, who 
have builr their reſp<Rive and different Hypo- 
theſes and Theories on their different notions 
of Mechanick Principles and Agents. They 
all pretend tro proceed upon Mechapical 
Laws : their So'utions are founded on the Na- 
tural Tendency of Matter : and yet we = 
how wide their Notions are from one 
ther, and how their Hypotheſes are contra- 
dictory to each other. Which plainly ſhews 
how fallacious an Argument Mechaniſm is, 
And if we ſpeak particularly of the matter now 
before us, who &es not how differently theſe 
Principles and Laws are applied > Some Wri- 
ters ( as this preſent Obje#or himſelf acknow- 
D 3 ledges ) 
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ledges ) making out the Copernican Hypothe- 
fis by the notion of Yort:ces, others by that of 
Murual Grawitation about a Common Center. 

Firſt, ſome think the Motion of the Earth 
demonſtrable from che Yortrces. So the Grear 
Des Gartes, and the famous Dr. More in one 
of his Eprfiles; and there are others that el- 
pouſe this part of the Carteſtan Phyſicks. But 
it were eafte to ſhew how improbable an Hy- 
pothefis this is on ſeveral accounts : for it pus 
a Force upon Nature, becauſe according to 
Des Gartes's own Principle all bodies moving 
Circularly endeavour to get free of that mv- 
tion, and to alter the Center : (o that there is 
nothing like Natural Motion in the hypothe(1s 
of Yorttces, bur all is Violent, and againſt the 
eafie known laws of Mechaniſms. The Vorts- 
ces are imperuous Torrents of flaid macter 
continually emptying and diſcharging them- 
ſelves : the Poles of every one of them are 
made forcible Dreiners for the Eclipticks, and 
chere is a conſtant diſgorging and evacuating 
of ſuch and ſuch a Ser of Particles, accompa- 
nied always with a violent emitiion, impulſe, 
and protrufion. So that without Rewelation 
we may tell that there is War :n heawen, per- 
pecual juſting and tilting, jarring and fight- 
ing. Among the Portical Orbs, Celeſtial 
and Planetary., there are Commotions and 
Tumults, and che World is in a Continual 
Hurly-burly, a Pell-mell, a Confulion. 
That the Yortices keep their Station, and are 
not [wallow'd up of one another is a Miracle. 
One would think that it is impoſſible but that 
they ſhould encrozch upon one another, ac- 
"010g to the nature of that violent and ra- 
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pid motion which the Author of them hath 
deſcribed. The truth is, no conſiderate and 


* thoughtful man can apprehend how the 


World hath been able co ſubſiſt fo long as it 
hath, on the ſuppoſition of that make and 
compoſition of the Yortices 

Moreover, it might be proved that the do- 
Qrine of Yortices Ceftroys the common notion 
of Gravity, 1.c. the deſcent of heavy bodies 
ro the Center, that ic muſt neceſſarily hinder 
che Sun and Stars from being ſeen, that it is 
utterly inconſiſtent with the Steadineſs of their 
motions, and the certainty of their Revolu- 
tions, that it 1s irreconcileable with the Flux 
and Reflux of the Sea, &c. This and much 
more may be made good concerning the For- 
tices 3 which renders Des Gartes's Syſtem pre- 
Carious. 

And indeed the Excellent Author himſelf 
thought ic to be no orcher : in his Pheloſophical 
Princeples, parc 3. Se&t. 45. and in two or 
three other places of his Writings ( as thoſe 
chat are acquainted with them know very 
well ) he confeſſes it ro be bur a bare Hypo- 
theſis, he lets us know that he took the liberty 
ro feign and invent this. And indeed any 
man of caſtigate thoughts can't bur perceive 
that it is a mere Romantick ſtrain that this 
Earth of ours was once a Sun, and that all the 
World was Heavens at firſt- This is-Ingeni- 
ous and Fine, but not Solid. The World 
of MW hirl-pools is a World of Monſiewr Des 
Gartes's own making. He intended it only 
for a Philoſophical Expedient, which might 
ſerve to give an account of the Phxnomena in 
the Heavens and the Earth : but ir is all Sup- 
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poſition,and you can't build a Body of Natural 
Philoſophy upon it, nay you can't evince the 
Earth's Motion ( which is the thing contended 
for ) from this (uppoſal. Hence it is that ſome 
Great Philoſophers of this Age labour to eſta- 
bliſh this doctrine on another Hypothetis : 
which they would not do if they thought the 
laws of Mechaniſm as grounded on the Opini- 
on of Yortices, were true and ſolid. They 
would acquieſce in t&is, and not look out for 
ſome other way to give a Solution of the Pro- 
blem : bat we ſee they are diſſatisfied, and 
fly ro ſome other way of ſolving this doctrine 

of theirs, 
Secondly then, if Vortrces cannot do it, Gra- 
wvity muſt. This is another Principle of Me- 
chaniſm that is relied upon. The Chiet Per- 
ſon of late that manages this is the Learn- 
ed and Profound Mr. Vewton, who in his 
Princip. Philoſ. Math. tells us that there is Reſt 
in the Common Center of Gravity, and if the 
Sun bs the Center then it refts, and che Earth 
moves abonc ir, Bur firſt, who 1s there chat, 
weighing rhe ſeveral Syſtems of the World, 
( the Ptolemrarck, Tichonich, &c. ) (ces not how 
difficulc it is ro determine what part of the 
Univerſe is irs C-nter? The Learned Brahe 
thought he ſpoke and argued like a Mathema- 
tician and Aſtronomer when he defended the 
Farths Gertreitv. Again, Mr. N-wton himſelf 
ſeems nor co 116/d that the Sun is the Center of 
the Mundane Syſtem : nay he owns expreſly 
in his 10th Propoſrt. the diſtance of the Solar 
body from the Center of Gravity, which re- 
ſpccts ir ſelf, and ail the Planerary bodies, 
with tae Earth. Belides, this Mechanical Prin- 
CIP.C 
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ciple which is ſtiled Vs Gentripeta, or Gravity, 
is very obſcure and doubtful,and therefore un- 
arisfaRtory, becauſe of the Difterent ( if nor 
contrary ) hypotheles it is duilt upon, accor- 
ding to the Various apprehenfions of Philoſo- 
phical heads. From the diſcrepancy of their 
notions, and their ways of ſolving this Phce- 
nomenon we are able to gather only this, that 
the Problem of Grawrtation or Non-erauitation, 
and the ſuppoſitions and foJutions about it have 
puzzled the Wits of the profounde(t Vertuo- 
{o's, and conſequently we have no Sure foot- 
ing here. 

Further, the Laws of Grawzty can ſcarcely 
be ſaid to be Mechanical : for Gravitation 1s 
not a Mechanick Principle, becauſe it flows 
not from the Nature of Bodies, they being in 
themſelves of a Paſſive nature, and therefore 
cannot tend towards other Bodies, or draw 
chem to them. There is no ſuch Adtvity in 
mere Corporeal and Material Beings, and con- 
ſequently the laws of the Univerſa oy 
or Attraction of Matter, which are ſuppoſed, 
muſt have another Spring. Dr. More in his 
Metaphyſicks will ler you know that they pro- 
ceed from an Higher Principle, that they can't 
be ſolv'd in a mere Mechanical way, that they 
are above and beyond all the force of Mecha- 
niſm, and depend wholly and entirely on the 
Divine Ommipotent Mover, But then you 
will ſay, the Gravity of bodies is a Mzracle : 
for the notion we have of a Mzracle is,that it is 
ſome Occurrence which is above or contrary 
ro the fix'd courſe of Nature. To which I an- 
{wer, tho? it is true the. main and chief thing 
which conſtitutes a Msracle, is that it —_— 
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fiaite power, and is the reſule of an Omnipo- 
tent Agenc, yet there are other Properties 
which muſt concur to denominate a Miracle, 
is Rarity and Wonder, but theſe two are want- 
ing here, for Gravity, and the Effects of it are 
common and uſual, and ( as the conſequent of 
that ) beger not Admiration and Amazement, 
and for theſe reaſons we ſtile them not Mira- 
culows. But notwithſtanding this, we may hold 
thac thev are things that exceed the power of 
mere Nature, they are not from the efhcicien- 
cy of Matter, in what manner ſoever moved, 
bur are immediately from 2 Divine hand. Gra- 
Tity, (aith a late * Learned Writer, & above, 
beſades and contrary to the nature of Matter, and 
is the erffet of a Divine Power and Efficacy which 
governs the whole world ; nay, he (ticks not to 
ſay,of a Supernatural and Miraculous Influence, 
And an | other Ingenious Gentleman ſpeaks to 
the (ame purpole. 

Laſtly, as co Mechaniſm: it (elf, the laws and 
rules of it are very diſputable, and therefore 
wecan't ſolidly argue from it. The Renown- 
ed Garteſjans ( that Great and Mighty Genius 
of Mechaniſm, whom all the Learned World 
admires and applauds) proceeds upon and 
proves all by Mechanik Principles in his Theo- 
ry of the Celeſtial and Terreſtrial Bodies, bur 
yer we find chat ſeveral of his Principles and 
Maxims have been rejected fince by very Wiſe 
heads, anJ great Judges in Macthematicks. Lec 
Oae (peak for all, * Des Gartes's Rules,faith he, 
concerning the transferring of motion from one body 

in 
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1n motion to another tn motion or in reſt, are the 
moſt of them by Experience found to be falſe, as 
they affirm who have made Trial of them, Here 
chen 15 no Certainty, there is no proceeding 
on Mechanical Laws in the preſent Controver- 
ſy : which was the thing to be proved. 

This is what I had briefly ro ſuggeſt con- 
cerning the Two Mechanick Principles which 
che Learned O4jefor founds the Motton of the 
Earth upon And now I appeal to himſelf 
whether he can alledg theſe as a grand and 
weighty reaſon ( as he expreſſes ic) of the 
Phznomenon he defends, ſeeing they are fo 
Uncercain and fickle, ſeeing Naturaliſts fo 
widely differ about them, and can't agree in 
aſſigning the Mechaniſm, Any rational man 
will infer hence that we can not rely upon 
this doctrine in the preſent Caſe. This I 
think is very clear and plain, and thereſore 
ler not the grand and werghty reaſon of Me- 
caniſm be brought to prove the Cireular motion 
of the Earth, tii! there be an agreement about 
the Nature of ir. Though Dr. More and 
Mr. Newton ( who are the worthy perſons 
our Objefor cites ) make the Motion of the 
Earth the neceſſary effe&ts of Mechaniſmr, 
yer they do it upon afferent grounds, th 
proceed on Mechanick laws of Motion whic 
are diverſe from one an other, and depend 
on different Hypotheſes 3 therefore a third 
perſon cannot build upon either of them. 
How can a man found the Earths Circulation 
on Vortices or Grevity, when the Authors 
and Founders themſelves prove it not from 
the ſame Mechanical Principles, but fſach as 
contradict each other ?: for ſuch are Gravity 

or 
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or the ſubſiding of bodies, and the Whirleng 
them: round, It we had a mind to make uſe 
of theſe Hypothefes of thoſe Great Men, 
we can't ( if we would ) adhere to 4oth of 
them, becauſe they (o vaſtly differ ; therefore 
Oze of them ale can be picch'd upon, but 
which of them is hard to determine, and this 
Gentleman himſelf doth not affign which of 
_ he intends to own as the True Prin- 

ciple. | 
If you ſtick to the Yorttces, you will be 
liable ro the Witty Atherft you mention, for 
the Vortices are look'd upon by the Judiciqus 
as only an lngenuous Invention. If you rely 
upon the Prenciples of that other Worthy 
Gentleman you quote, he will fail you as 
ro any thing that looks like Demonſtration, 
for he is oblig'd firſt ro prove and demon- 
ſtrate his ſuppaſed notion of Gravity, and 
the Cauſe of it ( wherein he differs from very 
Great Phileſphers and V=-rtuolo's ) before 
he can maintain that Poiat. And I need 
nor cell you that if b1s Prenciples be queſtion- 
able, then your Inferences from them ( which 
are the Main of your Argument)mult be fo too. 
You proceed upon ſome Suppolſitions which 
that Excellent Perſon hath eſpouled, he be- 
caking himſelf co a Particular way of Philo- 
ſophiziog which moſt pleaſes him - but uoleſs 
you can abfolutely prove that what he ſup- 
poles concerning the nature of Gravity is 
certainly Frue, in my opinion you effect no- 
tang, I mean nothing xhat is cerctain and in- 
dubitable: for og I grant that you 
bave moſt elaborately eſtabliſhed the Mew- 
coman tpotheſis, and the Farths Moeties 0a 
that 
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that foot : but if that foot be infirm, as I 
conceive it is, then all your Arguing is of that 
narure alſo and you ſtill want a 3 559 to 
move this Globe. The ſhort of all is, if you 
ſtrike in with Gartes and More, you muſt re- 
nounce the Lucafian Profeſſor : if you make 
choice of this laſt, you muſt caſhier the other 
two. 

Where then is this C—_ of the Go- 
pernican hypothetis from Mechanical Principles 
which is talk'd of? I grant what this Geatle- 
man faith, that wpor ſuppoſitron of Vortices the 
motion of the Earth 1s proved as fully agreeable 
to Mechaniſm as a Boats ſwiming down the 
ftream, if left at liberty: but then it muſt 
be prov'd that there is this Stream: in the 
make of the Earth and of the Heavenly 
Bodies roo, which he attempts not to prove. 
And as for Gravitation, as it is repreſented 
by that Celebrated Mathematician he quotes, 
and the laws of Mechaniſy: conſequent upon 
that, which he infers from the 4zmern/rons of 
the Planetary Syſtem, I need not inform him 
( he being ſo well acquainred with it) that 
there hath been, and is at this day a great 
a diſagreement among che Learnedeſt Aſtro- 
nomers about the diſtance of the Planets 
from the Earth, and from one an other 
there have been profelsd Diſputes and 
Quarels about this, and accordingly there 
muſt be a diflention about the Dimenſions of 
thoſe bodies: and conſequently if their 
Calculations be various, there is no Arguing 
from thence 3 we can't judg of the Mecha- 
niſm of the Plannets becaule we are ſtrangers 
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to their juſt Demen/7ons, and the laws of their 
Mot:on depending thereupon. 

When I confider'd thele things, when I 
obſerved how obſcure, uncertain and pre- 
carious the Principles are on which the Earths 
Motton 1s grounded, I thought it beſt ( in 
my Diſcourſe of the Exiftence and Providence 
of God) to lay afide this New Hypotheſts. 
Becauſe I was not well (atished with the 
Account which the Moderns give of it, I 
choſe rather to retain the Thchonick Syſtem, as 
being leaſt incumber'd wich Objections and 
Difficulties. Of which an Intelligent Phi- 
loſopher of this Age ( whom I mention'd be- 
fore ) was ſen(1ble,ind therefore declares him- 
ſelf no Stickler for the Gopernican Hypotheſis, 
bur very fairly and ingenuouſly profeſles that 
* be doth not poſatiwely aſſert it, but only pro- 
poſes it as an Hypotheſis not altogether 1mproba- 
ble. Bur as ro what I have ofter'd, the 4- 
theift ( beheas Witty as this Gentleman can 
make him ) hath no advantage by 1:!, ( what- 
ever he ſeems to ſuggeſt : ) nay rather, jt 


would have mace for him if I had founded 


the Providence of the Almighty on (o totter- 
ing 2 baſis as the laws of Mechani/m, The Caule 
would have receiv'd a great prejudice from 
the uling of an Argument 1o weak and dubious. 
Then it would have beendiſputed, whether the 
Penman of the Book of _—_ or Monlieur 
Cartes,or whether he or Mr. Newton were the 
berter Author : or rather it would have been 
plainly ſeen that chere is a greater deference 
givea by ſome men to the latter then to the 
former, 
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former, and that the Philoſophical Principles 
of the one are preferd to the Inſpired 
Writings of the other. 

Bur the Truth of the matter is this, the 
Merits of that Cauſe I undertook, w:z, the 
Proof of the Divine Providence, were not 
concern'd in this Controverſy, For whether 
one or the other hypotheſis ( v2. the Reſt or 
the Motton of the Earth) be true is not materi- 
al as to the Main Buſineſs : and fo much I in- 
timared in that Diſcourle, p. 57. 1. 7. &c. 
After all, if the Gopernican hypotheſis ſhould be 
true, that 1s, if the Earth rolls about on its 
Genter, and ſo turns it ſelf to the Sun in us 
warious poſtttons, yet ſtill there are the ſame EffeRs 
of this that there were of the other Revolution, 
viz. that of the Sun; the good and benefit of 
mankind are promoted, and the Power and 
Goodneſs of the Great Benefattor are declared, 
And I had ſaid before, p. 49. The motion of 
the Earth is a precarious Opinton, ſo far as 
I hawe hitherto diſcerned, By which words 
I ſhut not out future Convictions, and I let 


' the World lee chatI am not Peremptcry in my 


determination, but tha: I believe rhe Power 
and Wiidom of God may be evidenc'd from 
both hyporheles. Yet it was and is my per- 
{waſion that the doctrine of the Earths Ref 


1s more probable and accountable then thac 


of its Mowing : there 1s more to be ſaid for 
its: ſtancing Still then for its raking a Turn 
about the Sun. Ar leaſt I ſhall continue in 
this Opinion till the Writers who are of 
the other ſide agree upon a better way of ex- 
plaining and proving what they afſere. A4r- 
chimedes was modeſt who demanded a Place 
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to ſet his foot on, an to plant his Engines, 
and then he would undertake ro move the 
Earth : bue ſome of the Gentlemen of che 
Copernican way pretend to do this without 
any ſolid Footzng, and without any Machens 
bur thoſe of their own Ingenious Brains, which 
it - muſt be confeſſed are very ſtrong and 
powerful, bur not powerful enough ro effect 
this Buſineſs they Underrake. I hope then 
T may without ofience rerzin my Per{walſion, 
till I ſee it confutred by Solid Arguments, 
and ſuch as as are founded upon unſhaken Prin- 
Ciples. Seeing this Learned Objetor, who 
is of ſo deep a Comprehenſton, is nor pleas'd 
to produce ſuch, Iam apt co think that none 
elſe can. 

I only obſerve in the laſt place, that he 
is for a Neutrality, and would have me 
treat both hypoth:ſ-s with tnaifferency : but 
he ſers me a Task which he is not willing to 
perform himſelf, for he hath ſhew'd himſelf 
inwhat he writes to be a great favourer of 
the Gopernicans, in direct I to the 
Other (fide. We can preſcribe that to 0- 
thers which we take no care to oblerve 
our ſelves. 
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